CITY OF BRAWLEY
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION
February 19, 2019

The Parks and Recreation Department of the City of Brawley, California met in a regular session at 12:00 PM, Lions
Center Small Meeting Room, 225 A Street, Brawley, California, the date, time and place duly established for the
holding of said meeting.

The meeting was called to order by: Garcia 12:10pm

PRESENT: Jauregui, Garcia, Hamby, Benavides, Colace, Estrada
ABSENT: Miiller, Cornejo
STAFF: Perez, Mello, Self

1. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

The agenda was approved as submitted m/s/c: Benavides, Colace

2. PUBLIC APPEARANCES/COMMENTS: None

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Parks and Recreation Committee minutes for January 15, 2019 were approved as submitted. m/s/c:
Benavides/Jauregui

4. REGULAR BUSINESS

a. Update on Urban Forest Grant:
Perez reported City of Brawley will be receiving 350 trees from the Urban Forestry Grant. This is
a grant that was received by the city of El Centro by Kali Legakes and she included City of
Brawley. Perez mapped out 299 trees in Park locations throughout City Parks. 51 trees will be
going to BUHS & BESD School Districts. There may be monies to provide water systems for the
trees as well. An arborist will pick out trees for the areas. Colace had a concern that the Parks
department would not be able to do the upkeep for so many trees because of staffing levels.
Mello said that Perez has a tree maintenance plan in place, so certain times of year staff trims
trees. Hamby asked if the arborist would take into consideration the weather for our area.
Perez said “yes”, and the arborist/contractor already sent a list. Mello said she would email the
list to the commission. Colace had a concern about the grass beneath the trees. Grass has a
hard time growing with trees, will there be a plan to make sure the grass isn’t affected? Perez
would investigate a plan.

b. Dive-In Movie:
Self reported the Dive-In Movie will be held on Friday, July 5, 2019. Movie hasn’t been decided
yet, next meeting she will have a couple of titles.



Update on youth basketball/girls’ softball:
Girls softball registration started today February 19, 2019 and goes through March 8, 2019.
Youth basketball is down to its 2 final weeks and has gone smoothly.

Easter Egg Hunt:
Annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held on Saturday, April 13, 2019 10am at Pat Williams Park.
Easter bunny will arrive. Candy and prized eggs will be given out.

Meserve Park Tennis Court:

Perez reported that a meeting was held with Mr. Richard Cabanilla and Mr. Cox regarding
fixing/repairing Meserve Park. After that meeting they approached Mr. Rusty Garcia saying his
Foundation should take on the project and made it sound like it was Mr. Garcia’s duty to do so.
Garcia said he told them “no” and there are other Tennis Associations and people who play who
should be willing to take on the project. Colace said he would like to see half of a tennis court
and half hockey rink. He measured and said it would fit and couldn’t a grant be applied for?
Mello explained State grants are available every two years and they are competitive grants. The
grant for Alyce Gereaux went through two years to go through meetings with the public and
then actually applying for the grant. Garcia said the commission will bring discussion back to the
next meeting.

Basketball scoreboard:

Self explained to the Commissioners a generous person has offered to buy a brand-new
scoreboard for the Lions Center Gymnasium. The donor is looking at a different option and
hopefully soon they would have more information.

Jeff Thornton back-stop discussion:

Perez reported that he and the Parks crew refurbished a back stop and place it at Jeff Thornton
Thursday and on Friday a resident of the area called a Council Member and asked for it to be
removed because it was a neighborhood park not a community park. Mello said she would do
more research on what the difference was and what it states in the 5-year plan for the
department. Jauregui was in favor of keeping the backstop in because the park would be more
utilized since practice fields are scarce. Garcia asked the commission if they would think about
writing a letter to council in support of putting the backstop at Jeff Thornton and they would
discuss this issue at the next meeting.

Gonzales Park fencing:

Perez received a price for three sides of fencing at $7,100.00 from All Valley Fencing. This would
just be for installation, the demolition of the existing fencing would be done in house. Perez will
be getting a price from two more companies. Perez also reported the parking lot behind Wiest
Field was completed and there is a new upgraded watering system at Hinojosa Park.

COMMISSION REPORTS

ADJOURNMENT @ 1:00pm by all Commissioners

Rachel Zepeda, Administrative Secretary



