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While in the park, you may encounter two 
common snakes- the western rattlesnake 
and the gopher snake.  Here are some 
recognizable characteristics.

Rattlesnake-triangular head, larger than neck; 
thick, dull non-glossy body; tail is blunt with 
one or more rattles.
Gopher Snake-head slightly larger than neck; 
slender glossy body;  pointed tail.

Snakes often inhabit the river bottom.  If 
disturbed or threatened, they will defend 
themselves. Give them distance.

You may hear the rattlesnake before you 
see it. A rapid vibration of its tail makes a
buzz. This is how the snake warns you when 
it feels threatened by your presence.  A gopher 
snake makes a similar sound by hissing and 
rapidly moving its tail in dry grass.

All snakes can bite. Rattlesnakes are poisonous. 
Rattlesnake bites require immediate medical 
attention.

For more information, call the 
Animal Control Officer at 760-344-5800.
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\ ¢ nal Parks, you may encounter two common Bay Area snakes — the
1d the gopher snake. These two snakes are superficial look-alikes
e difference. With basic information and commaon sense you

¥ the Regional Parks and avoid problems with rattiesnakes. Here are some
wnizable characteristics

IDENTIFICATION

triangular RATTLESNAKE — triangular head, noticeably
larger than neck; thick, dull non-glossy body; il
blunt with one or more rattles

GOPHER SNAKE — head slightly larger than
neck; slender glossy body; pointed tail

S W Vg WARNING SIGNS:

head Larger
llh.m neck

larger You may hear the rattlesnake before you see it A
than neck ‘g, makes 2 buzz much like the sound of sizzling grease
N \ when it fecls threatened by your presence.

The gopher snake makes sounds similar (0 2 rattlesnake by hissing and rapidly
moving its tail in dry grass or leaves. If you hear cither of these warning signals, stop
until you've located the snake, then slowly move away

SNAKEBITE:

All snakes can bite if abused, but the rattiesnake is the most poisonous native
snake in our area. If you see a rattlesnake, maintain 2 distance. CAUTION: For your
safety and that of park snakes, do not attempt to handle, relocate, or harass any
snakes.

The dangers of snakebite are not to be taken lightly. While the bite of 2 gopher
snake may not be serious, rattlesnake bites require medical attention 25 soon s
possible and may result in permanent tissue damage. The danger of death is ofien
exaggerated.

WHAT TO DO
IN SNAKE COUNTRY:

Know the locations of emergency phones before hiking
Look at the ground zhead of you 2s you are walking
Look carefully around and under logs and rocks before sitting down
Avoid placing your hands or feet where you can't see clearly
Avoid climbing or scrambling over rocks and boulders.
Scan the immediate area around picnic tabics, campsites, and barbecues

' before using them.
slender . e If you find 2 rattlesnake in 2 “‘use area,” notify park staff so they can
glossy body "5, remove it

S’ 8. If you see a rattlesnake or 2 snake you can't identify, give it plenty of room

and leave it alone

WHAT TO DO IF
BITTEN BY A SNAKE:
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1. 1f bitten by a rattlesnake, stay calm and send someonc to CALL 911 The
victim should remain calm by lying down with the affected lmb lower than
the heart

DO NOT waste precious time on constriction fourmiquets, cutting and
sucking. " or snakebite kits. These methods often cruse more dacage

If you are by yourself, then walk calmly 1o the nearost source of belp:
hlunt another person, a park employee, or an emergency phonc (o DIAL 911
€, )

DO NOT RUN
with rattl

If bitten by any other kind of snake, leave the snake alone, wash the wound
with soap and water o an antisepeic and seck modical atcntion

If you are not sure what kind of saake bit you, check the hite for two
e marks (In mre cases one puncrure mark) assoctated with s
pain (rattlesnake) Other snakebites may kave multiphe locth macks

g pain
al Parks are for plants, animals, and people. Help us 1o maintain pleasant experiences for all, by being akert and keaving planes
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