A GENERaUL GUIDE TO

Here you will find a very brief and basic information to general concepts and popular
terminologies you may encounter during or considering the CEQA Process for your

project.
What is CEQA?
“CEQA” stands for California

Environmental Quality Act. It
is a statute that requires
state and local agencies to
diagnose the significant

The smoothest and most accurate way to identify whether your project or
development will need further CEQA evaluation, is to start with a “Pre-
application” meeting with the Planning Department and fill out an
Environmental Information Form. The Environmental Information Form will aid
in determining if your project is a CEQA project.
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It is designed as a measuring mechanism to determine if a project

will have a significant adverse effect on the environment, thereby

triggering the need to prepare a full environmental Impact Report
(EIR). It also functions as an evidentiary document containing
information which supports conclusions that the project will not

have a significant environmental impact or that the impacts can be

mitigated to a “Less Than Significant” or “No Impact” level.
*Initial Studies may not be required, if the lead agency can
clearly determine that an EIR will be necessary.

Please click here for the

link to the Environmental

Impact Form.]

Upon completion of an initial
study, a “Negative Declaration”
is a document that suggests
that there is no substantial
evidence that the project may
have a significant effect on
the environment. The findings
of the “Initial Study” are
reviewed by the “Lead Agency”
which is usually a local
government entity that reviews
the study of the proposed
development or project a
determines that it would have
no effect on the environment
and therefore the developer
need not prepare and file an
"environmental impact report."
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After an Initial Study is reviewed,
if there are any potential or
foreseeable environmental effects
revisions can be made or mitigation
measures can be implemented, and if
these measures are able to be put
into effect and will reduce all
potentially significant impacts to
less than significant level then a
mitigated negative declaration can
be declared.
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The Lead Agency determines the appropriate environmental
documents (ND, MND or EIR) required for every unique
project. If an EIR is required, the Agency will identify
what impact issues are to be covered and made available to
the public, if a “Negative Declaration” (ND) document is
prepared after the “Initial Study” that means no
environmental review is needed- and if a “Mitigated Negative
Review” is prepared, then that means certain steps must be
taken but no further review is necessary.

A study of all the factors which
a land development or
construction project would have
on the environment in the area,
including population, traffic,
schools, fire protection,
endangered species, archeological
artifacts, and community beauty.
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